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                      Classroom Syllabus –  Algebra
                
Welcome to the 2017-2018 Jefferson District Algebra course.  I look forward to all of us having a successful year.  You being the best mathematician you can be, and me being prepared to help you grow so you all can reach your full potential.  In order to have a successful year, you must be willing to work hard and demonstrate perseverance when the work is difficult. I am honored to have been chosen to teach the Jefferson School District Algebra course.  We will have students from all 3 sites using the text California Algebra 1, from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  This series has excellent online resources, including access to your textbook online.  You can view online tutorials that go with the lessons, and find other useful features and tools.  We will also be implementing online homework assignments and /or quizzes through the website.   Our areas of focus this year will be guided by the California Common Core State Standards in Mathematics.  Of the 50 Algebra Math Standards, we will focus on 20 essential standards throughout the year.  You will be given a list of these standards and what’s required of you to master the standard. It is these standards that will be assessed through the weekly standard quizzes.  Grades are weighted with a majority of your grade focused on do you know the standards.  Many of the Essential Standards will have you apply the standards in practical applications whenever applicable.  For our class to be successful for everyone, it is extremely important for you to do your part by doing your best each and every day.  Be responsible by being prepared for class each day and be an active participant in class discussions.
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Classroom Responsibilities and Expectations

· Abide by the Jefferson Creed

· Listen to instructions when given
· Come to class prepared with required class supplies
· Homework is due when you enter class
· Respect others when speaking
· Always try your best
· No eating in class (nut-free zone)
Grading: Grades are calculated using the following weighted averages.  The grading scale below will be used to arrive at grades.
	Categories
	Grading Weights
	Grading Scale

	Homework
	15%
	A
	92.5 – 100%
	C
	72.5 – 77.4%

	Notebook/Textbook
	10%
	 A-
	89.5 – 92.4%
	  C - 
	69.5 – 72.4%

	Performance Assessments
	15%
	  B+
	87.5 – 89.4%
	   D +
	67.5 – 69.4%

	Standard Quizzes
	30%
	B
	82.5 – 87.4%
	D
	62.5 – 67.4%

	Module Finals
	30%
	 B-
	79.5 – 82.4%
	  D - 
	59.5 – 62.4%

	
	
	 C+
	77.5 – 79.4%
	F
	Below 59.5%


Homework:  Homework is usually assigned Monday through Thursday.  Daily assignments are worth 5 points, must be done in PENCIL, and fully completed with all work shown.  Late work will be accepted for partial credit.  If you have an excused absence you will be given 2 school days to complete and turn in work.  Homework should be a formative process; therefore, it will not be graded on accuracy, but is graded on completeness (all problems are completed with work shown).  Homework must be completed and is to be turned in at the start of class.
Tests:  Our textbook is broken up into units and modules. Module finals and quizzes will be given periodically and be worth from 50-100 points.  You will be given a two-day notice on module finals so you can review material. Notecards are allowed on most test and quizzes.  

Essential Standards:  A list of these essential standards will be passed out.  It is these standards that the quizzes will be based on.  You will have prior knowledge as to what standards will be covered for that Friday quiz. Notecards are allowed on quizzes.
Notebook:  It is required that you keep a spiraled bound notebook (70-100 pages works well).  We will use the notebook to take notes from time to time, it will also be used to keep vocabulary and your progress on Essential Standards throughout the year.  Grades are based on organization and completeness of journal.  
Textbook:  Your textbook is graded periodically, generally at the end of each unit, but at times may be subject to     checks at the end of selected modules.
Performance Assessments:  Periodically we will have performance assessments which will challenge students to apply concepts they have learned in a real-life application.  Students will be required to solve problems and explain their process used to arrive at conclusion
Extra Help:  I encourage you to come in for extra help if you are having difficulties in class.  I am available in my room at 7am on most mornings. I can also be available after school by appointment.

Academic Honesty:  Honest behavior is an expectation of all students. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated in my classroom and will result in a zero on the assignments and the student’s situation will be referred to the Principal and parents.
Materials Needed:  

                 
1)  Spiral Notebook              


2)  Pencils  




3)  Dry erase markers  

4)  Scientific calculator.                         

5)  Graphing Paper, Binder Paper


6)  Section in binder and/or math folder.
Homework Hotline 
· Students have daily access to their assignments by calling the homework hotline.
· Simply dial 835.3053 x1108 after 3pm.  You will me recite the day’s assignments and/or upcoming tests announcements.
· Visit my webpage at google classroom to also get a list of class assignments and/or class handouts.
How to Login to Google Classroom for the First Time:
1. Go to https://classroom.google.com
2. Make sure you are signed into your jsd account [look at the top right of screen]

3. Scroll down and make sure you click that you are a student.

4. Click on the + in the top right corner.  Type in the class code below.
5. Invite code:  ydm4tk
Textbook Login Info


Website:  my.hrw.com

Universal Login For both textbooks Algebra and 8th Grade Math (Use pulldown menu to access textbook)


User name:  sracer5


Password:    11111

Your Login is the same username and password that you use to access jsdtracy.com accounts.
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